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Unprecedented Times Call for 
Unprecedented Action
In moments of disruption, leadership matters. The pace of discovery is 
accelerating, but the systems that sustain it are strained. Patients with 
cancer cannot wait for stability to return — they need solutions now.

At the Cancer Research Institute (CRI), we have always embraced urgency 
as our mandate. For more than seven decades, CRI has brought together 
the brightest minds and the boldest ideas in cancer immunotherapy, 
establishing and cementing it as the fourth pillar of cancer treatment.
Today, our role as convener and catalyst has never been more essential.

This report captures what our mission looks like in practice: the 
breakthroughs we’ve advanced, the partnerships we’ve forged, and the 
people whose lives are being changed. Together, we are building not just 
treatments, but a world immune to cancer.

Alicia Zhou, PhD
Chief Executive OfĂcer
Cancer Research Institute
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$33M
New Funding in 2025

68
New Grants & Fellowships

41 Institutions

15 U.S. States

 5 Countries

People × Biology × Data:  
Turning Investment into Innovation
At CRI, we deĂne impact not in numbers alone. Every breakthrough 
we fund is not just science — it’s more birthdays celebrated, more 
grandchildren met, more families kept whole.

In 2025, CRI invested more than $33 million in new funding, supporting 
68 new grants and fellowships across 41 institutions, spanning 15 states 
in the U.S. and 5 countries worldwide. Each number represents not just 
dollars or data points, but lives touched and futures reshaped.

Through our investments, CRI has helped drive nearly $1.2 billion in U.S. 
economic activity, supported the work of more than 9,500 scientists 
and researchers, and contributed to lifesaving therapies that now 
deliver more than $30 billion in beneĂts each year to patients and 
families worldwide.

9M+
Patients beneĂting from 
CRI research worldwide

$570M
Invested Since 1953
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People:
Collaborating across the 
cancer landscape

Biology:
Unlocking the immune 
system’s potential

Data:
Accelerating precision 
discoveries

This commitment is best revealed in our central strategy:  
People × Biology × Data — the foundation of everything 
we do to bring the promise of cancer immunotherapy to 
patients everywhere. At CRI, we believe that the convergence 
of human expertise, cutting-edge biological research, and 
advanced data science is the key to unlocking transformative 
cancer therapies.

•	 People: We foster collaboration across the cancer 
landscape — from bench to bedside — ensuring that 
insights from the Ăeld guide every research priority.

•	 Biology: We deepen our understanding of the role of the 
immune system in Ăghting cancer, driving breakthroughs 
that turn possibility into reality.

•	 Data: We leverage vast repositories of laboratory and 
clinical data to accelerate discoveries and bring treatments 
to patients faster.

Together, this integrated approach empowers pioneering 
scientists, fuels innovative research, and moves us closer to a 
world immune to cancer.

From investment to impact, CRI’s approach transforms 
funding into discovery and ideas into therapies. Guided by 
People × Biology × Data, we don’t just support research — we 
create the ecosystem where innovation thrives. Our programs 
are what makes this happen, empowering scientists, 
accelerating clinical breakthroughs, connecting patients 
with resources, and harnessing data to decode the immune 
system with precision.
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Uniting Expertise, 
Innovation, and 
Insight
CRI’s mission for a world immune 
to cancer transcends funding — 
it’s about fostering a dynamic 
ecosystem where groundbreaking 
science meets strategic support. 
Through our diverse programs,  
we empower researchers at  
every stage:

•	 Career Development Awards:  
Providing early-career scientists with 
mentored support and mid-career 
innovators with the freedom to pursue 
high-risk, high-reward research.

•	 Translational Innovation and 
Clinical Impact: Facilitating multi-
center clinical trials that test novel 
immunotherapy combinations in 
difĂcult-to-treat cancers.

•	 Data Programs: Leveraging vast 
datasets and advanced analytics 
to decode the immune system with 
unprecedented precision.

Together, these initiatives form 
a cohesive strategy to advance 
cancer immunotherapy, turning 
bold ideas into real-world impact.

Data Programs

CRI Bioinformatics Bootcamp
Training early-career oncologists and researchers on emerging technologies and data analytics

Translational Innovation and Clinical Impact Awards

CRI Clinical Innovator
Advancing Breakthrough Immunotherapy Trials to Transform Patient Care

CRI Clinic and Laboratory Integration Program
Accelerating the Translation of Immunological Discoveries into Cancer Therapies

CRI Technology Impact Award
Turning Bold Visions into Breakthroughs in Cancer Immunotherapy

Career Development Awards

CRI Irvington Postdoctoral Fellowship
Training the Next Generation of Leaders in Immunology and Cancer Research

CRI Immuno-Informatics Postdoctoral Fellowship
Cultivating the Next Generation of Leaders at the Intersection of Immunology and Data Science

CRI Lloyd J. Old STAR Program
Empowering Bold Thinkers to Transform Cancer Immunotherapy
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STARs
CRI LLOYD J. OLD

The CRI Lloyd J. Old STAR Program—Scientists TAking Risks—provides 
long-term, ăexible funding to mid-career scientists, giving them the 
freedom to pursue high-risk, high-reward research at the leading edge  
of cancer immunotherapy.

“These are people who are hitting their stride scientiĂcally and  
career wise, and this is where you really want to put some jet fuel in  
the tank as they’re getting established,” reăects Dr. E. John Wherry,  
an Associate Director of CRI’s ScientiĂc Advisory Council from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Echoing this sentiment, Dr. Elizabeth Jaffee from the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine, and also an Associate Director of CRI’s ScientiĂc 
Advisory Council, emphasizes, “We’re picking people who are really  
our next leaders in the Ăeld of immunotherapy.”

Rooted in CRI’s exceptional track record of identifying and supporting 
people who have had a major impact in immunotherapy, these grants are 
not tied to a speciĂc research project, but rather support outstanding 
researchers based on the quality and promise of their overall work.
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Meet the 2025 STARs

Judith Agudo, PhD

Dr. Agudo’s lab investigates how cancer cells escape or resist 
immune attack, developing sophisticated experimental models that 
mimic real patient biology. This funding enables her team to pursue 
creative, high-risk experiments with greater speed, accuracy and 
precision — ultimately advancing an understanding that is critical  
to more effective therapies.

Principal Investigator, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute;  
Associate Professor of Immunology, Harvard Medical School

Edward Chuong, PhD
Assistant Professor of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology, 
BioFrontiers Institute at University of Colorado Boulder

Dr. Chuong’s groundbreaking work focuses on the role that ancient 
viral fragments in our DNA — called transposons — play in regulating 
immune cell signaling. Supported by the STAR award, his team is 
using cutting-edge genomics, CRISPR, and various animal models  
to uncover these hidden mechanisms, aiming to open new 
therapeutic avenues.



Dr. Flynn’s research explores how RNA-protein complexes outside 
of cells inăuence immune interactions — a surprising frontier since 
these complexes were once thought to only exist inside of cells. 
His STAR award fuels bold projects like building a modular protein 
degradation system and using CRISPR tools to unlock  
new therapeutic strategies.
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Meet the 2025 STARs

Dr. Kalbasi’s lab studies how cytokines inăuence T-cell behavior  
and function. Using high-throughput screens and new computational 
tools, his team aims to design smarter immunotherapies for patients 
with sarcoma and other solid tumors.

Ryan Flynn, MD, PhD
Principal Investigator, Stem Cell Program, Boston Children’s Hospital; 
Assistant Professor of Stem Cell and Regenerative Biology,  
Harvard University

Anusha Kalbasi, MD
Associate Professor of Radiation Oncology,  
Stanford University School of Medicine
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Meet the 2025 STARs

Dr. Wu is engineering smarter and safer CAR T cells with chemical 
“switches” to overcome exhaustion and aging. In the coming year,  
his group will focus on reprogramming T cells to be “younger” and 
more active in Ăghting cancer, laying the groundwork for next-
generation immunotherapies.

Assistant Professor of Immunology,  
The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Tuoqi Wu, PhD

The Lloyd J. Old STAR Program provides  
$1.25 million over a five-year period.

See the moment these newest STARs  

learned they’d been chosen 
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CRI Irvington  
Postdoctoral Fellows
The CRI Irvington Postdoctoral Fellowship Program 
is one of the most prestigious training opportunities 
in immunology and cancer immunology. It supports 
outstanding young researchers at the world’s leading 
universities and research institutions, providing the 
resources, mentorship, and professional development 
needed to launch independent scientiĂc careers at 
the forefront of discovery.

Scientist Spotlight:

Long-lived plasma cells (LLPCs) are central to 
lasting immunity and vaccine durability, but in 
multiple myeloma (MM), malignant plasma cells 
hijack these same bone marrow survival signals. 
Dr. Zhixin Jing is mapping bone marrow niches with 
advanced imaging, genetics, and systems biology 
to reveal how they sustain LLPCs and fuel MM. His 
work could guide next-generation vaccines that 
elicit longer protection and new therapies that 
disrupt tumor-supportive environments.

Zhixin Jing, PhD
CRI Irvington Postdoctoral Fellow

National Institute of Allergy and  
Infectious Diseases, NIH

Sponsor: Ronald Germain, MD, PhD

Research Focus: Multiple myeloma,  
immunological memory, bone marrow niche

Responding to a National Need

In response to Ănancial disruptions at the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) in early 2025, CRI pledged 
an emergency $2.5 million to fund an additional  
10 fellowships in response to mounting uncertainty 
in federal research funding.

CRI extended six months of additional support to 
fellows in their third year, ensuring continuity and 
stability during a turbulent time. Together, these new 
and continuing fellows represent a bold investment 
in the future of cancer immunology—and a clear 
signal of CRI’s urgent commitment to keep progress 
moving forward.
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Scientist Spotlight:

Regulatory T cells (Tregs) keep the immune system 
in balance, but in cancer they can suppress anti-
tumor responses and blunt therapeutic efĂcacy. 
Dr. Samira Ghazali is using DAF-sequencing to 
map the transcription factors that control Tregs by 
comparing healthy and tumor environments and 
clarifying the role of FoxP3, a key but still enigmatic 
regulator. Her work aims to reveal molecular 
switches that could be targeted to disarm tumor-
inĂltrating Tregs without disrupting their essential 
functions elsewhere.

Samira Ghazali, PhD
CRI Immuno-Informatics Postdoctoral Fellow

Harvard Medical School

Sponsor: Christophe Benoist, MD, PhD

Research Focus: Regulatory T cells, transcription 
factors, immune regulation

CRI Immuno-Informatics 
Postdoctoral Fellows
The CRI Immuno-Informatics Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Program supports outstanding early-career scientists 
worldwide who seek dual expertise in immunology and 
data science. This unique program fosters a new generation 
of researchers ăuent in both biology and computation, 
equipping them to drive innovation in  
cancer immunotherapy.

Cancer immunology is increasingly reliant on scientists 
who can bridge the biological and quantitative sciences. 
The integration of immunology with computational biology, 
data science, and genomics represents a critical frontier 
for advancing the discovery and development of novel 
immune-based therapies.

The CRI Immuno-Informatics Fellowship is designed  

to support:

•	Computational biologists seeking to deepen their 
understanding of immunology.

•	Cancer immunologists aiming to gain expertise in 
computational biology, data science, and/or genomics.

•	Researchers from diverse PhD backgrounds pursuing 
training at the interface of cancer immunology and 
computational biology.

A panel of scientists drawn from our ScientiĂc Advisory 
Council rigorously evaluates each postdoctoral candidate, 
the intended sponsor and training environment, and the 
nature and feasibility of the proposed project.
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CRI Clinic & Laboratory 
Integration Program
The CRI Clinic and Laboratory Integration Program (CLIP) 
supports innovative investigations at the intersection of 
laboratory discovery and clinical application in cancer 
immunology.

New and effective cancer treatments require more than 
laboratory breakthroughs–they require translational 
pathways that bring bench discoveries into patient trials 
and return clinical insights to the lab. CLIP grants are 
awarded to investigators whose work has direct clinical 
relevance and a clear line of sight to patient beneĂt–
whether through improved response prediction, novel 
therapeutic design, biomarker discovery, or elucidation of 
resistance mechanisms. 

CLIP grants provide $300,000 over 2 years to qualiĂed 
investigators pursuing high-impact research that directly 
informs or emerges from clinical practice. By fostering 
tight integration between the lab and the clinic, CLIP 
aims to accelerate the development of next-generation 
immunotherapies and optimize their application for 
patients with cancer.

Scientist Spotlight:

Filipe Pereira, PhD
CRI CLIP Investigator

Lund University

Research Focus: Melanoma,  

gene therapy, “cold” tumors

Melanoma cases are rising, and while 

immunotherapy has transformed treatment, 

many “cold” tumors are still resistant. Dr. Filipe 

Pereira is tackling this challenge by reprogramming cancer cells into 

dendritic cells, triggering the formation of tertiary lymphoid structures 

(TLS) that turn cold tumors “hot” and more responsive to therapy. His 

team is now dissecting how TLS develops and testing whether this 

approach boosts anti-tumor immunity, with the long-term goal of 

creating a dual-action gene therapy to both activate immune cells and 

coordinate immune hubs inside tumors.

Giorgio Trinchieri, MD
CRI CLIP Investigator

National Cancer Institute, NIH

Research Focus: Melanoma, lung cancer,  

gut microbiome

Cancer often disrupts the gut microbiome, 

driving inăammation and weakening immune 
responses. Dr. Giorgio Trinchieri is investigating how 

these changes affect cancer immunotherapy, comparing microbiome 

and immune proĂles of melanoma patients who respond exceptionally 
well to anti-PD-1 therapy with those who progress early. His team will 

also study patients with melanoma, lung, and other cancers treated 

with diverse regimens, including checkpoint inhibitors, chemotherapy, 

and fecal microbiota transplants. The goal: to uncover microbiome-

driven biomarkers and strategies that personalize and improve 

immunotherapy outcomes.
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Scientist Spotlight:

Daniel Puleston, PhD
CRI Technology Impact Award Investigator

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Research Focus: Drug development, living 

organs, lipid nanoparticles

Traditional models can’t fully capture the 

complexity of human tumors. Dr. Daniel Puleston 

has built a platform that keeps donated, tumor-

bearing organs alive outside the body, enabling real-time testing of 

immunotherapies and drug delivery methods. His team is tracking how 

checkpoint inhibitors penetrate tumors and activate immune cells, 

and testing lipid nanoparticles as carriers for mRNA-based treatments. 

This breakthrough system offers a uniquely human window into cancer 

biology, with the potential to speed drug development and improve 

therapy design.

Ayano Kohlgruber, PhD
CRI Technology Impact Award Investigator

Boston Children’s Hospital

Research Focus: Arthritis, immune checkpoint 

inhibitors, T cells

Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) unleash 

T cells against cancer but can also cause 

autoimmune side effects like inăammatory arthritis.  
Dr. Ayano Kohlgruber is investigating a subset of CD8 T cells that 

expand after ICI treatment and appear to attack the body’s own 

tissues. By reconstructing their receptors and using high-throughput 

genetic screens, she aims to identify the self-antigens driving this 

response—work that could enable better prediction, diagnosis, and 

management of ICI-related toxicities.

CRI Technology Impact 
Award
The CRI Technology Impact Award aims to bridge the gap 
between conceptual technological innovation and real-
world clinical application. By encouraging collaboration 
between technology developers and clinical cancer 
immunologists, CRI hopes to accelerate the creation of 
technologies that can generate proof-of-principle data  
and unlock novel biological insights.

Technology Impact Awards are not intended to fund the 
continuation or reĂnement of existing technologies. Instead, 
they support visionary, high-risk/high-reward ideas that 
could lay the groundwork for a new generation of tools, 
platforms, and systems capable of overcoming the most 
critical barriers in the Ăeld.

The most competitive applicants will propose innovations 
that address areas where technological advancement can 
have the greatest impact on cancer immunotherapy and 
patient outcomes.

Technology Impact Awards provide seed funding of up 
to $600,000 over 2-4 years to ignite the development of 
entirely new technologies that harness the immune system 
to detect, understand, and treat cancer.
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CRI Clinical  
Innovator Award
The CRI Clinical Innovator supports 
pioneering immunotherapy clinical trials 
designed and led by academic researchers. 
These investigator-initiated studies are 
vital to improving patient outcomes, 
addressing areas of high unmet need, and 
generating critical mechanistic insights that 
can guide the future of cancer treatment.

Applications are evaluated based on 
novelty, feasibility, scientiĂc rationale, and 
potential for clinical impact. Competitive 
studies will integrate standardized 
approaches to sample collection, 
correlative assays, and advanced data 
analyses, ensuring that Ăndings are 
reproducible, shareable, and impactful 
across the Ăeld.

By supporting clinician-scientists at the 
forefront of immunotherapy, the Clinical 
Innovator program advances clinical 
research that not only tests new therapies, 
but also deepens our understanding of the 
role of the immune system in cancer.

These innovators—and their fearless 
teams—are rewriting the playbook for 
cancer care. With CRI’s support, they’re not 
just running trials; they’re opening doors 
to a future where cancer is intercepted, 
treated smarter, and beaten more often. 

Trial Spotlights:

Paolo Bossi, MD
CRI Clinical Innovator, IRCCS Humanitas Research Hospital, Italy 

Dr. Bossi and his team - including Luigi Lorini, MD; CRI Lloyd J. Old 

STAR Enrico Lugli, PhD; Giuseppe Mercante, MD; Alberto Paderno, 

MD, PhD; Maria Rescigno, PhD—are leading the APHRODITE Trial. Using 

mitazalimab, a CD40-activating drug, they aim to prevent high-risk 

oral lesions from turning cancerous. This approach could potentially spare 

patients invasive surgery and transform oral cancer prevention.

Rachael Safyan, MD
CRI Clinical Innovator, University of Washington

Dr. Safyan is teaming up with E. Gabriela Chiorean, MD and Venu 

Pillarisetty, MD to take on pancreatic cancer. Their trial combines 

two immunotherapy drugs—cemiplimab (PD-1 inhibitor) and 

motixafortide (CXCR4 inhibitor)—with standard chemotherapy before 

surgery. The goal: break through the tumor’s defenses, improve surgical 

outcomes, and prevent relapse.

Nina Bhardwaj, MD, PhD
CRI Clinical Innovator, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Dr. Bhardwaj, along with co-investigators Jonathan Anker, MD, PhD; 

Mesude Bicak, PhD; Marcio Diniz, PhD; Matthew Galsky, MD; Mansi 

Saxena, PhD; John Sfakianos, MD are testing a new “off-the-shelf” 

vaccine targeting FGFR3 mutations common in non-muscle invasive 

bladder cancer (NMIBC). Paired with TAR-210, a slow-release FGFR3 

inhibitor, this study could make targeted immunotherapy more durable,  

accessible, and effective for NMIBC patients worldwide.



Harnessing Data for Precision Outcomes
At CRI, data is more than information 
— it’s a catalyst for innovation. CRI’s 
ăagship data initiatives are redeĂning 
how we understand and treat 
cancer by empowering scientists 
to decode the immune system with 
unprecedented precision.

This year, CRI launched our inaugural 
Cancer Immunotherapy Insights + 
Impact Report – a comprehensive, 
data‑driven analysis of FDA 
immunotherapy approvals, clinical 
utilization trends, and the future 
of precision immuno‑oncology. 
This is CRI’s Ărst comprehensive, 
data-driven look at the trajectory 
of cancer immunotherapy, tracing 
the evolution of the Ăeld from 2011 
through the end of 2024. Our goal 
in creating this resource is to equip 
the Ăeld with a rigorous synthesis 
of regulatory trends, mechanistic 
advances, and clinical utilization 
– because understanding where 
we’ve been is essential to shaping 
where we go next. CRI is also 
integrating multi-omic datasets, 

real-world clinical evidence, and 
research-driven analytics to 
uncover new immune targets, 
predict which patients will respond 
to treatment, and accelerate the 
development of more effective, 
personalized immunotherapies. By 
supporting cutting-edge research in 
bioinformatics, systems biology, and 
machine learning, CRI is building the 
foundation for a new era of precision 
immuno-oncology.

At the heart of this effort is the 
CRI Bioinformatics Bootcamp, an 
immersive, hands-on training 
program that equips the next 
generation of cancer researchers 
with the skills and tools needed to 
analyze complex biological data. 
Designed in collaboration with 
leading computational experts, the 
Bootcamp helps investigators bridge 
the gap between experimental 
biology and data science — ensuring 
they’re ready to tackle the Ăeld’s 
biggest challenges with conĂdence 
and rigor.
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Patient Resources with Purpose
At CRI, patients aren’t just at the center of our mission 
— they’re the reason it matters. Our research has 
already extended survival by tens of millions of healthy 
years worldwide, what scientists call “life-years.” Since 
the Ărst immunotherapy approvals, CRI’s work has 
touched an estimated 250 million lives globally.

Numbers alone can’t capture the reality patients 
face: a cancer diagnosis brings fear, uncertainty, and 
difĂcult choices. The science is advancing rapidly, but 
for patients and caregivers, navigating treatment can 
still feel overwhelming.

That’s why we 
introduced A 
Patient’s Guide 
to Cancer 
Immunotherapy. 
Created in 
partnership with 
patients and 
caregivers and 
designed to meet 
them where they 
are, this guide brings clarity to an often complex 
and overwhelming experience. From the basics of 
how immunotherapy works to practical guidance on 
navigating treatment decisions, it translates cutting-
edge science into plain language, helping people feel 
conĂdent, informed, and supported at every step. 

Then, in our recent Patient Roundtable, we convened 
three stage IV survivors who took part in cancer 
immunotherapy clinical trials — among the very Ărst 
patients ever enrolled. Their stories trace back to the 
foundational 
research that 
CRI helped fund, 
research that 
made those 
groundbreaking 
trials possible. In 
their own words, 
they shared the 
challenges, the turning points, and the hope that came 
from accessing promising new treatments. Together, 
their voices formed a chorus—powerful, diverse, and 
deeply human—showing what’s possible when science, 
medicine, and courage converge. 
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How does immunotherapy work? 
Immunotherapy uses the power of your body’s own immune system to prevent, control, and 
eliminate cancer. Your immune system is precise and is able to distinguish between healthy 
and cancer cells. It can also adapt to changes in cancer cells over time and can remember 
what cancer cells look like. Immunotherapies work by helping to educate your immune system 
to recognize and attack cancer cells. This can involve providing your body with additional tools,  
such as proteins or antibodies, to strengthen your immune response. Immunotherapy is 
sometimes also called immuno-oncology.

What types of cancers can immunotherapy treat? Immunotherapies are used to treat more than 30 different types of cancers, including bladder, 
brain, breast, cervical, childhood cancer, colorectal, esophageal, head and neck, kidney, 
leukemia, liver, lung, lymphoma, melanoma, multiple myeloma, ovarian, pancreatic, prostate, 
sarcoma, skin, stomach, and uterine (endometrial). As of 2024, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has approved 40 immunotherapies, and there are ongoing clinical trials 
for nearly every type of cancer.

What types of immunotherapy treatments are available? There are several types of immunotherapies, and each works differently to enhance 
your immune system's response to cancer. This table can help you learn more.

Immunotherapy 
types How they work with your immune system What types of cancer they treat
Immune  
checkpoint
inhibitor (ICI)

ICIs are drugs that help your immune system recognize and attack cancer cells. They block proteins called checkpoints that stop immune cells from attacking cancer.

There are 12 ICIs that have been approved for more than 20 speciĂc cancers. ICIs can usually treat more than 1 cancer type and often have good responses in patients with advanced or hard-to-treat cancers.
Bispecific 
antibody

BispeciĂc antibodies are proteins that are designed to bind to 2 different targets at the same time. One part of the protein attaches to a cancer cell, and the other part connects to an immune cell, bringing them together so the immune cell can attack the cancer.

There are 8 bispeciĂc antibodies that have been approved to treat leukemia, melanoma, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, and small cell lung cancer. Some bispeciĂc antibodies are also called bispeciĂc T-cell engagers (BiTEs).
Adoptive 
cell therapy

Adoptive cell therapies involve taking your  own immune cells and expanding or modifying them to enhance their cancer-Ăghting capabilities. Your cells are then reintroduced to your body, where they can seek out and eliminate cancer cells. 

Most adoptive cell therapies that have been approved  (8 out of 9) are CAR T-cell therapies. CAR T-cell therapies can be used to treat a variety of blood cancers (including leukemia, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin lymphoma), bladder cancer, melanoma, and sarcoma.
Non-ICI  
immunomodulator

Immunomodulators are drugs that boost your body’s overall immune response. They can kick start your immune system or promote immune cell growth and activity.

There are 8 non-ICI immunomodulators that have been approved to treat basal cell carcinoma, bladder cancer, leukemia, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, melanoma, and renal cell carcinoma.

Oncolytic 
virus

Oncolytic viruses infect tumor cells and cause them to self-destruct. This can attract the attention of your immune cells to eliminate the main tumor and potentially other tumors throughout your body.

T-VEC (Imlygic®) is the only oncolytic virus that has been approved to treat cancer, speciĂcally melanoma. T-VEC is a modiĂed herpes simplex virus (HSV) that infects tumor cells and promotes their destruction. 
Cancer 
vaccine

Cancer vaccines are designed to help your immune system recognize and attack cancer cells that have cancer-speciĂc proteins.

Only 2 vaccines have been approved to treat cancer:  a bladder cancer vaccine that uses weakened bacteria and a prostate cancer vaccine made of your  own stimulated immune cells.
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  What to Know After a Cancer Diagnosis 
You are not alone.  
Hearing the words “You have cancer” is overwhelming. You may feel scared, confused, or 
uncertain about what comes next. It’s okay to feel this way. Many people have been where  
you are and are here to support you. 

Every person’s cancer journey is unique, and there are many treatment options, more than 
ever before. This guide from the Cancer Research Institute (CRI) was created to help you 
understand a treatment option called immunotherapy and, if it’s right for you, what to expect 
throughout your treatment journey and beyond. 

  Making a Decision: 
  Understanding Immunotherapy

What are the common types of cancer treatment?  
There are many good options for cancer treatment, and most treatment plans will include a combination of multiple treatment types, including surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, and/or immunotherapy. 

• Surgery is a medical procedure that involves removing cancerous tissue, such as a tumor, from the body. Surgery is most effective for solid tumors that are in one place in the body and have not spread.

• Radiation therapy is usually delivered through a special machine, but some radiotherapies can be delivered by an implant or intravenously. Radiation treatment works by damaging DNA in cells and tissue and can be used to target cancer cells.  

• Chemotherapy can be delivered intravenously (via infusion or IV), as  an injection, or sometimes even a pill. Chemotherapy treatments are designed  to target fast-dividing cells – these could include both cancer cells and healthy ones.

• Immunotherapy, like chemotherapy, is often delivered intravenously, topically, or as an injection. Immunotherapy treatment activates, trains, and supercharges your immune system  to detect and attack cancer cells.
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My name is Brendan Connors, and I’m a  
stage 4 metastatic melanoma cancer survivor. 
I was diagnosed in 2011, at a time when 
there wasn’t a clear path for treatment. I was 
fortunate to get into 2 immunotherapy clinical 
trials: Ărst at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and the National Cancer Institute (NCI),  
where I started on interleukin-2, and then later  
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
where I was treated with a combination of  
ipilimumab (Yervoy®) and nivolumab (Opdivo®).  
I've been cancer-free since completing  
those trials.

When I was diagnosed at 27-years-old, I didn't 
even know how many stages of cancer there 
were. It was a lot to take in when the doctor 
explained that "stage 4 metastatic" meant 
the cancer had spread from its original area. 

Being on the cutting edge of these trials meant  
that there wasn't a lot of existing research. The  
doctors didn't have all the answers about what  
to expect or a clear timeline. In a way, I was  
helping them Ăgure out the timeline as we  
went along. I always said “yes” to any requests  
for additional blood samples or tumor retesting  
because I realized that for them to do the 
research, I had to help them. I understood that  
the data I provided, even if it was just for 
melanoma, could eventually help patients with  
other types of cancer.

The way this guide starts – 'You Are Not Alone' 
– reframes everything. You’re not alone. There 
are people to help and support you. There’s 
information available to you – the Q&A 
section of this guide answers questions you 
didn’t even know you had. It’s going to sound 
cliché, but stay positive. I wore a Superman 
shirt to treatment. 

That mindset? It matters.

Hope in Action: 
A Patient’s Guide to 
Cancer Immunotherapy

A Patient’s Perspective

Brendan Connors 
Melanoma Survivor

1 cancerresearch.org Hope in Action: A Patient’s Guide to Cancer Immunotherapy

These patient-focused offerings are more than 

programs; they’re proof of CRI’s role as a convener 

— connecting patients to knowledge, to community, 

and to the lifesaving power of research.



FY2025 Financial Overview
CRI is committed to transparency and to ensuring  
that donor contributions are used as effectively as 
possible to advance lifesaving science. In FY2025,  
80% of all of CRI’s expenses went to research and 
patient education, with 73% dedicated directly 
to research and clinical programs, supporting 
groundbreaking discoveries in immunotherapy.  
An additional 7% was invested in patient education, 
advocacy, and outreach efforts that bring trusted 
information and hope to those navigating cancer. 
The remaining 20% administrative and fundraising 
expenses are reăective of our ongoing commitment  
to efĂciency and stewardship.
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CRI consistently receives exemplary marks from 
watchdog groups, including an A Rating from 
CharityWatch, Platinum Seal of Transparency from 
GuideStar, and Four Stars from Charity Navigator.  
CRI is a proud member of the BBB Wise Giving Alliance, 
meeting all 20 standards of charity accountability.

Every dollar entrusted to CRI helps support scientists, patients, and the breakthroughs that are transforming 

cancer care. Together with our donors and supporters, we are building a future where immune-based treatments 

extend, improve, and save more lives than ever before.

80% 
Cancer Research & 

Patient Programs

Clinical & 
Research 
Programs

Data Program 
& Patient 

Education

Admin

20%
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FY2025 
Donors
CRI’s mission for a 
world immune to 
cancer transcends 
funding — CRI is deeply 
grateful to the generous 
individuals, families, 
foundations, and 
organizations whose 
contributions fuel CRI’s 
mission. Their support 
drives innovation in 
cancer immunotherapy 
and offers hope to 
patients worldwide.

Below we proudly 
recognize our donors  
by giving tier. Every 
gift, no matter the size, 
helps bring us closer  
to a future immune  
to cancer.

$1M+
The Ambrose Monell Foundation

Robertson Foundation

Robert E. Old Revocable Trust

Estate of Dolores M. Wallin

The WoodNext Foundation

Janice M. Zlendich Trust

$500K+
Estate of James N. Buonomo

Estate of Judy Fleischman

Estate of Mary T. Gurster

Denise and Michael Kellen 
Foundation

Estate of William Maeder

$250K+
Akamis Bio Ltd

Arash Ferdowsi Revocable Trust

Cinelli Family Foundation

Anonymous Foundation

Dale C. Rezny Trust

Albert Eisenberg Foundation Trust

Florman Family Foundation, Inc.

Estate of David Jarvis

The Thompson Family  

Foundation, Inc.

$100K+
The Abrams Charitable Trust

Antonio C. Alvarez II

Anonymous ė

Estate of Robert Brezin

Merle S. Cahn Foundation

The Carson Family Charitable Trust

Chordoma Foundation

Robert Dahl

Edith C. Blum Foundation, Inc.

John Seward Endicott

Esther M. Baird

Foundation for the National 
Institutes of Health

Georgia and Don Gogel

Oliver R. Grace

Stephen E. Hansel

Kidney Cancer Association

The Kirby Kulkin Family Fund

Estate of Paul Eugene Levesque

Longhill Charitable Foundation Inc.

The Ann Margo Trust Account

The Mark Foundation for  
Cancer Research

Donald Lee McMichael  
Sr. Living Trust

Merck & Co., Inc.

Plex, Inc.

Betsy and Paul Shiverick /  
Shelter Hill Foundation

Estate of Karen D. Vitelli

Richard W. Wake

The Wildăower Foundation, Inc.

$50K+
Estate of Susan Alperin

Anonymous ė

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar R. Berner

Estate of Virginia B. Bertram

Matthew Chung

Estate of Lester Cooper

Sandra Coudert Graham

Estate of Rosemary D’Alessandro

The Dain Trust

Datadog Inc.

The Freen Family Charitable Fund

Janet M. GreenĂeld and  
Peter L. Bloom

Nancy and Bill Goldberg

Hexcel Foundation

Kent and Geralyn James

Marion Esser Kaufmann 
Foundation

Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen

F.M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.

Amy Klein

Larry L. Luing Family Foundation

Donor Listing (continued)
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Kenneth Luker

The Murray Foundation Inc.

Estate of Rita M. Olson

Orinoco Foundation

Linda C. Pinkus Fund

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Lily M. Schepers

Adam Shapiro

Jane and James Stern

Robert S. Stolar,  
Morgan Stanley & Co.

Sharzad and Michael Targoff

Taylor Ann Scott Foundation

Purva and Andrew Tsai

Diane and Tom Tuft

The Wasily Family Foundation, Inc.

Jim Weiss, Real Chemistry

Lisa Lee and Peter Zhou

$25K+
AbbVie Inc.

The Albert Family Fund

Anonymous Ę

Arthrex, Inc.

The Jeanne E. and Jacob A. Barkey 
Memorial Fund

George M. Breytspraak

Brian J. Brille

Frederic R. Coudert Foundation

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jennifer L. Brorsen and  
Richard M. DeMartini

Genmab

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Herman B. Golub Charitable Trust

Green Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Joyce Green Family Foundation

Estate of Richard Helms

The Hurlbert Family Foundation

Ingram Family Foundation

Sarah Kim

Lester Lai

Lucy Larson

Nina Lesavoy

Trevor Berg and Mitra Lohrasbpour

Estate of Herbert S. Madoff

Edward N. & Margaret G. Marsh 
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Mendell

Karen Mitchell

Kamran Moghtaderi

Harold G. Neulieb Trust

Anna Oschwald Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Paul

Michael J. Petrick

Phillips Auctioneers LLC

Estate of William Puro

Quanex Foundation

Rebecca’s Foundation

The Grace Jones Richardson Trust

The Rosenblatt Charitable Trust

Schaumburg Professional 
FireĂghters BE

The Edith M. Schweckendieck 
Trusts

Estate of Ilse M. Sedlak

Shah Family Foundation

Stainman Family Foundation Inc.

Stiles Charitable Account

Ueberroth Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Searle Wadley

Whiting Foundation

Peter Wise

Estate of Diane M. Wolniewicz

Jonathan C. Ying

$10K+
The Acierno Family Foundation

Frank Alberico

Anonymous (15)

Paul Brizzolara

The Ronit and Marc Arginteanu 
Fund

Yacov Arnopolin

Laurel and Cliff Asness

Estate of Peter G. Balazsy

Patricia A. Barger

H.G. Barsumian MD Memorial Fund

The Robert J. Bauer Family 
Foundation

Susan and Jim Blair

BNP Paribas

Karen and Jeffrey Bonheim

Laura Louise Breyer

Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Briger Jr.

Brian J. Brille

Peter Brown

Ekaterini C. Brown

Jane H. Burchell

Kenneth W. Butler Jr.

CBRE

Steve Chiou

Chris Cobb

Geoffrey O. Coley

Kevin Coryell

David W. Creasy

Matthew Crews

Annette and Jeff Adams

Geri Dance

Dancing Tides Foundation, Inc.

Maxwell David

Herman R. De Nooy Trust

Estate of Loretta DiRienzo

Alixandra Englund

Rachel Rutherford Englund Knapp

Barbara Essen Charitable Fund

Donor Listing (continued)

FY2025 Donors



20cancerresearch.orgCancer Research Institute Annual Impact Report FY 2024–25

Euclidean Technologies

Evergreen Foundation

Estate of Robert Fahrenbruch

Rebecca and John Faunce

Lea H. and Raymond C. Fay 
Research Fund of the Community 
Foundations of the Hudson Valley

Alfred and Harriet Feinman 
Foundation

Julie Felton

John B. Fitzgibbons

Frederick E. and Juanita B. Koors 
Family Fund

Russell J. Funk

Glover Family Fund

Gratis Foundation

Gregg Electric, Inc.

The Marc Haas Foundation

Shirley & Burt Harris Family 
Foundation

Jenny Holzer

Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Horner

Iroquois Avenue Foundation

Deborah and Arthur Jacobson

Britta Jacobson

Johnson Giving, Inc.

Kadiko

Howard Eric Kahn 2000 Trust

The Kauffmann Foundation, Inc.

John Kaupp Charitable  

Giving Account

The Helen L. Kay  
Charitable Trust

Latham & Watkins LLP

Fern Lazar

The Florence & Edgar Leslie 
Charitable Trust

Jacquelyn M. Lester

Julie Liang

Ricky Liunarto

Lufkin Legacy Foundation

John Jeanne Marcus Rem Trust

Winifred and Michael Marquart

The Mazursky Family Giving Fund

Richard D. McClure

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley McDonald

Kevin McElroy

David Mechanic

WA Mercer Family Foundation

Erin Meyer

Suscan C. Minkin Estate

Momtaz Family

Morgan Stanley & Co.

Robert Musil

Muthiah Family Giving Fund

Amy and Mike Maranto

Marion Kapas Novak

Dinesh Chandra Paliwal

Partners Capital Investment  
Group LLC

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,  
Wharton & Garrison LLP

H.D. Perry Family Foundation

Andrea and Andrew Potash

Virginia and Walter Price

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Aline O. Quester

Reed Revocable Living Trust

Riley Contracting, Inc.

H.A. And F.W. Rosenbauer 
Charitable Gift Fund

Tom and Carol Rusk

David Goldberg

Jeffrey D. Denard

Elizabeth and Charles Beck

Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher 
Foundation, Inc.

Martin Schreibman

Eric Schuchard

Michael P. Schuchardt

Seaman Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Seligman

Audrey Seo

Jane E. Sharp

Gail L. Sicklesteel

The Sidley Austin Foundation

Siemens Family Charitable Fund

Jennifer Stiefvater and  
Loren Smith

The Winthrop H. Smith Jr. Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Geraldine and Ernest Smith

Charles Spear Charitable 
Foundation

Spurrier Group, LLC

Patricia G. Steinway

David B. Stephenson

Deb and Ross Stevens

Peggy & Paul Street  
Charitable Trust

John R. Swank

The Thom Family Foundation, Inc.

Karen and Victor Trione

Estate of Zelda M. Uthe

Lauren and John Veronis

Anika A. Victoria

William G. and Mary A. Walter

Kay L. Warder

Stephen Warren

Alicia and Marty Weber

Jim & Audra Weiss, Real Chemistry

Caleb Welton

Eric K. Wepsic

The Hylke and Anna Wiersma 
Charitable Fund

Willig Giving Fund

Worldwide Speakers Group

James B. Yahner

FY2025 Donors



In Closing ...
The story of CRI has always been one of possibility turned into progress. What 
began more than 70 years ago as a unconventional idea — that the immune 
system could conquer cancer — has become a global movement, reshaping 
the future of medicine.

In 2025, we reafĂrmed our role as the convener of cancer immunotherapy: 
uniting scientists, clinicians, patients, and advocates across disciplines and 
borders. From fueling bold discovery through our grants and fellowships, to 
accelerating innovation in the clinic, to amplifying patient voices and delivering 
trusted resources, we are building the ecosystem where breakthroughs thrive.

Our central strategy — People × Biology × Data — is not just a framework, but 
a promise. It is how we turn investment into innovation, insights into cures, 
and courage into community. Each program, each partnership, and each story 
shared in this report reăects a singular truth: when we bring the right people 
together around the right science, progress follows.

The work is urgent. The need is great. The path forward is clear. Together with 
our partners and supporters, we are creating not only treatments, but a world 
immune to cancer.

21cancerresearch.orgCancer Research Institute Annual Impact Report FY 2024–25



From investment to impact: 
Explore all of the CRI’s FY 2024-25 Impact


